MOSCOW   IN   THE   MAKING
who once remarked,  "To know about the Soviet Union
properly, you must stay here ten days or ten years/'1
I stayed four weeks, and with a full sense of my inadequacy
for the task, I propose to try to assess what education means
to the builders of the Soviet state and how their ideal differs
from ours.
They have set out to build, and are succeeding in building,
a new form of society, a society in which exploitation of the
individual for individual profit is abolished, and where the
energies of all are united in an immense co-operative effort
for the good of all. If communism has not yet arrived, if
there are great and increasing divergencies of income, at
any rate all the money is earned, and there is no individual
ownership of land or of the means of production.
This fundamental change, brought about by a violent
revolution, and maintained by a severely repressive system
of government, necessitates a changed outlook among the
citizens. Through its educational system the state implants
the new outlook; through its control of all the sources of
information and propaganda, it maintains it.
An adviser of the late Tsar once said, "Give the people
the barest minimum of education, just so much that they
shall not look for any way out from the position they are in;
give them as little education as possible, for education may
be harmful both for them and for the whole system/*2 This
used to be the accepted attitude towards popular educa-
tion, not only in Russia, but in other countries, where the
rulers feared the effect of education more than they valued
its advantages. To allow people to eat of the apple of
knowledge has always been considered, and rightly, as a
dangerous proceeding. Experience in the past has shown
that once access to knowledge has been put into people's
hands, the consequences cannot be foreseen or controlled,
Education, which enables people to read, to reason, and
to propagate ideas, is the most potent force for altering the
status quo.
But that was before the technique of modern dictatorship,
with its control over all the sources of propaganda, had been
evolved, and before the invention of wireless had given
the state a weapon that is even more powerful than ability
i Page 96.
1 Quoted in Science end Education m 1he UJSJUJL, by A. Pinkevich, p* 134.
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